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IS 6 FEET ENOUGH 
DISTANCE? 

Some scientists say 
more separation 
may be better after 
seeing how the virus 
particles may spread. 
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Help the Goodfellow Fund support the 
Tarrant County Child Nutrition 
Program during this time of need. 


Donate at goodfellowfundfw.com 
or send a check to Goodfellow Fund, 
PO Box 1870, Fort Worth TX 76101. 
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Heath Bowman wears a face mask while on a shopping trip Friday in Fort Worth. Bowman bought paper masks at a local gas station. 


More area residents 
wear face masks to 
slow spread of virus 


BY JACK HOWLAND 
jhowland@star-telegram.com 


Adrienne Phillips and her 
16-year-old daughter, Lila Phil- 
lips, have evolved on the use of 
face masks. 

When the two visited Texas 
A&M in College Station in late 
January as part of a round of 
college tours, they found it odd 
to pass other people on campus 
with cloth covering the bottoms 
of their faces — an overreaction, 
they thought, to a virus that had 
only recently arrived in 
Washington. “They’re so fun- 
ny,” Adrienne remembers think- 
ing of all those who looked 
dressed for a hospital. “They’re 
really freaked out.” 
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A face mask hangs from the rearview mirror of a car in Fort Worth on 
Friday. The use of masks appears to have increased in the area lately. 


She and her daughter have 
changed their attitudes, as each 
week has brought more research 
about COVID-19 and how it 
spreads, and new guidance. 

“Now I’m like, ‘Well, maybe 
they were the smart ones,’ ” 
Adrienne said. 

On Friday, the mother and 
daughter from Aledo wore N95 
respirator masks as they walked 
into the Target off of West Sev- 
enth Street in Fort Worth. 
Adrienne and her husband had 
stowed the masks away years 
ago as a precaution, in case 
there was ever a situation when 
their family of six would need 
them. 

That moment, which 
Adrienne never imagined would 
happen in a world before the 
coronavirus, came last week. 

“Listening to that this next 
two weeks is going to be really 
hard for Texas, and kind of a 
peak ... that just made me want 
to be more and more careful,” 
she said. “I do feel like that’s 
kind of our duty right now. It 
feels really ridiculous some- 
times, but I feel like that’s the 
smallest thing I can to try to 
keep other people safe, and my 


SEE FACE MASKS, 11A 


Trustees approve $2.5 million 
for at-home learning equipment 


BY JEFF WILSON 
AND KALEY JOHNSON 


jwilson@star-telegram.com 
kjohnson@star-telegram.com 


The Fort Worth school board 
voted unanimously Tuesday 
night to buy thousands of com- 
puters in an emergency pur- 
chase for elementary school 
students who need devices and 
internet access for at-home 
learning. 

The district plans to purchase 
3,160 Chromebooks for nearly 
$1.2 million and spend another 


$1.3 million on 6,000 hot spots 
with 3G mobile plans and access 
to the district’s learning net- 
work. 

Texas schools are closed until 
at least May 4 because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

“Access to a device is critical 
for support of the district’s 
Learning at Home initiative 
during the mandated state and 
county COVID-19 school clo- 
sure,” district Chief Academy 
officer Jerry Moore said in a 
statement. 

The devices will be transi- 


tioned to the 1-to-1 device im- 
plementation for fifth-graders 
once school reopens, the district 
said. 

Some of the $2.5 million ex- 
penditure will be offset by pri- 
vate individuals and community 
organizations. 

Districts across the area are 
ensuring that students have 
what they need for distance 
learning. 

The Arlington school district, 
which has 60,000 students, has 
purchased 21,000 devices, and 
the Keller school district has 


issued more than 8,000 Chro- 
mebooks and 150 hot spots. An 
order of 800 hot spots is com- 

ing. 

The Eagle Mountain-Saginaw 
school district has distributed 
more than 2,000 iPads and 
Windows-based laptops, and has 
ordered 10,000 more laptops 
for temporary 1-to-1 model for 
secondary students. Hot spots 
were also purchased and are 
being distributed. 

Multiple districts, including 
Eagle Mountain and Grapevine- 
Colleyville, have extended the 
range of wireless networks at 
some campuses so that the in- 
ternet can be accessed from 
school parking lots. 


Jeff Wilson: 817-390-7760, 
@JeffWilson_FWST 


Whitley: 
Businesses 
might start 
to reopen 
in May 


BY ANNA M. TINSLEY 
atinsley@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

Stay-at-home restrictions 
appear to be “bending the 
curve” of novel coronavirus 
cases in Tarrant County — 
and County Judge Glen Whit- 
ley said there’s a chance 
some restrictions could be 
loosened early next month. 

“These actions our county 
have taken have really im- 
pacted the way this outbreak 
has emerged in Tarrant 
County,” Public Health Di- 
rector Vinny Taneja told 
commissioners Tuesday 
during their weekly meeting. 
“There is clear evidence we 
are doing the right things.” 

He noted that cases are 
doubling about every four 
days, and new projections 
from Covid Act Now show 
the peak of coronavirus cases 
might not hit here until June. 

“Keep staying at home,” 
Taneja said. “We’re doing 
the right things in Tarrant 
County and we need to keep 
the course.” 

Whitley said he doesn’t 
believe restrictions will be 
loosened this month, but said 
there’s a possibility that they 
could in May. 

He said he has been talking 
about how “we are going to 
come out of this” with area 
county judges, hospital offi- 
cials and the North Texas 
Council of Governments. 

“We need to be consis- 
tent,” Whitley said. “We 
really need to listen to the 
health care providers, the 
physicians, epidemiologists, 
the same folks who told us 
what we needed to do in 
order to bend the curve and 
to potentially get ahead of 
this. 

“And so as we begin to 
look at coming out of it, we 
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Note to 
Subscribers 


Activate your digital access 
today. We are committed to 
delivering your newspaper, but 
if conditions arise that make it 
impossible to do so, we want 
you to be prepared. Activate 
your digital access for access 
to the eEdition — a digital 
replica of the print paper — as 
well as our website, breaking 
news and more. Activate today 
at www:star-telegram.com/ 
activate for 24/7 access from 
any device. Please direct 
questions to customer service 
at customerservice@ 
star-telegram.com. 
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